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Central Health Department, Public Health Department, 


13, Tonbridge Road, 73, College Road, 
MATDSTONE. MAIDSTONE. 
Telephone: Maidstone 54072 Telephone: Maidstone 54238. 


Mr. Chairman, ladies and Gentlemen, 


I have the honour to present my eleventh Annual Report on 
the health of the Rural District of Hollingbourn. 


In my report for 1966 I was pleased to comment upon the very 
low infantile mortality rate of 11.04 for your district. This year 
there has been a very slight increase to 13.80, a figure still 
considerably lower than the national average of 18.3. 


We are so used these days to expect a very efficient and well 
run maternity service that we are apt to take for granted this 
remarkably low state of infantile mortality. It is one, however, 
which has only been achieved through painful effort and stubborn 
endeavour, as inroads are made slowly and with the help of scientific 
advances into the appalling infantile mortality rate which existed 
only a few decades ago. We should not take these things for granted 
and should pay much more attention to the picture behind the "dull 
statistics" which you read each year, 


Once again you have a high birth rate and a low death rate, 
a state indicating the general good health of your District. Both 
those figures are considerably better than the national average. 


The only point one needs to make on infectious diseases is 
that the very considerable increase in the mumber of cases notified 
was entirely due to the biennial incidence of measles, showing 
itself in a rather more marked difference between the two years 
than we ave accustomed to see these days. 


By far the worst aspect of this report is the very considerable 
increase in the mumber of people dying from cancer in 1967 as 
compared with 1966. In 1966 there were 29 cases - certainly a lower 
figure than had been experienced for some time in the past - but 
this year that figure has risen to 49 which is higher than we have 
ever had before. The number of people dying of cancer of the 
stomach and cancer of the lung increased, as did the mmbers 
applying to all other sites except the breast and the uterus. 


The same pattern as I pointed out to you last year, i.e. the 
weight of disease being borne by the older age group, still obtains, 
and this year again there has been no infringement into the age 
groups below 44. 


With the increase in smoking as far as the female population 
is concerned, it is surprising that in 1967 no case of cancer of 
the lung was reported in a female in Hollingbourn Rural District, 
but that is a state of affairs which unfortunately no one can 
guarantee will be perpetuated. 


Heart and circulatory disease accounted for over 36 per cent 
of the total deaths in your area, and cancer for over 23 per cent 
as the second most important factor in mortality. Between the two, 
those diseases amounted to 60 per cent of the total death rate of 
the Rural District. Obviously it is on those two major diseases 
that a concentration of research effort must be expended and in this 
connection we welcome any advance in medical and surgical skill such 
as shown in heart transplantations, which can give more hope to those 
serious heart illnesses. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2017 with funding trom 
Wellcome Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29433034 


Once again you will find in these pages a detailed report 
of the various aspects of the public health service adainistered 
by your Council and from them you will understand how much work 
of a so-called "routine" nature has its important impact on the 
well-being of the community. 


An enormous number of inspections, namely 3,242 were carried 
out last year and this involved your Inspectors in travelling 
considerable distances. A significant increase in the mumber of 
Demolition or Closing Orders was a feature of last year's work, 
when 20 such Orders were made as compared with 4 in 1966. 


Once again I am glad to be able to report that the 
number of carcases inspected was the same as animals killed and 
that the percentage of animals affected - and then only in part - 
with tuberculosis was only 0.82 per cent in 1967, as compared with 
1.54 per cent in 1966. 


You will see, with regard to poultry inspection, that the 
mumber of visits paid to premises dealing with poultry was 
increased from 6 in 1966 to 23 in 1967, although the percentage 
of birds rejected as unfit for human consumption remained the 
same at 2 per cent. These premises are very carefully watched 
from the point of view of a potential miisance to the public 
health and all care is taken to see that every kind of protection 
of the public health is instituted. 


Once again my thanks are due to if. Chambers and the staff 
of the Public Health Department for the hard work they have put in 
during the year and for the interest and co-operation they 
invariably show. The Inspectorate, which consists only of 
Mr. Chambers, Mr. Brook and Iir. Comport (the successor to 
Mr. Oliver) has a lot of work to do and it is to the great credit 
of your officers that it is done so well. I am also grateful to 
Mrs. Hardes, the Clerk to the Health Department, for her hard 
work during the year. The account in the pages which follow 
demonstrates the extent of their efficiency. 


As always, I would like to thank the Chairman and the 
Members of the Public Health Committee who have always supported 
me in the various reports I make throughout the year covering a 
wide field in public health. The Council too have shown an 
interest which has never flagged over the years. Our work cannot 
be done well or fully without the co-operation which we always 
receive from other Officers and I am glad to pay my tribute to 
the co-operation shown by the Clerk of the Council, the Treasurer, 
the Surveyor and the Housing Manager. 


I have the honour to be, 
Mr. Chaimman, ladies and Gentlemen, 
Your obedient Servant, 


F e H ° M e DUMMER 
Medical Officer of Health 


14th May, 1968 
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STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA 


Area (in acres) .. Sas Leen a ae 
Estimated resident eeation "1967. ak ae Some! Sam 
Number of inhabited houses, end of 1967 

Peeeording to rate books) .. ss -«s 8 ~ es 
Rateable Value, December, 1967 .. eet ae Tas 
Sum represented by a penny rate 
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EXTRACT FROM VITAL STATISTICS 


Male Female 
Live Births ee oe oe ee ee 191 sl 
Rate per 1,000 ae ietion - crude - oe 7 2 
corrected =< om Si ar 
Illegitimate live births per cent of 
total live births ae oe ee ee oe ee oe 
Sik llbirths ee ee ee EE 3 
Stillbirths rate ser 1, 000 tive and still births... oe 
Total live and st ad. ein ee ee ee 193 174 
Male Female 
Infant deaths ee ee ee on ee Ss - 


Total infant deaths per 1,000 total live births .«. ee 
Legitimate infant deaths per 1,000 legitimate 


live births ee ee ee oe ee e> 
Illegitimate infant deaths per 1,000 Sitesi tats 
live births eo oe ee ee ee eo ee ee 


Neo-natal Mortality Rate (deaths under 4 weeks per 
ereeeeive birthe) <« «2 se 08 sf es 
Harly neo-natal Mortality Rate (deaths under 1 week 
per 1,000 total live births) .. oe ee ae 
Revi ontod mortality rate (stillbirths ae deaths 
under 1 week combined per 1,000 total live and 


Steal: births) ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 
Maternal Mortality Fon nad dings abortion) shies 4 dai 
Maternal Mortality Rate per 1,000 live and still wie 

Male Female 
Deaths ee oe eo ee oe oe oo 120 93 


Death rate per 1,000 population - crude e he clas 
corrected a oo 


oo 56,796 
ee 19,090 


Ree 5356 
eer 091. 
£2,125 
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PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS DISEASES 


DISEASE TOTAL CASES | TOTAL 
NOTIFIED | DEATHS 


Scarlet fever 7 - 
Whooping cough - - 
Measles 483 - 
Poliomyelitis - - 
Diphtheria - - 
Smallpox - - 
Meningococcal infections - 
Encephalitis ul 

Dy sentery 8 - 
Ophthalmia neonatorum - 

Puerperal pyrexia cf 

Pneumonia - 

Erysipelas = Ps 
Malaria - 
Food poisoning 2 ~ 
Typhoid - ~ 


TOTALS AO2 $ 


The number of infectious diseases notified increased four-fold 
from last year. This was due to the cases of measles notified in 
the year of biennial incidence of this disease, i.e. 383 cases 
compared with 74 in 1966. 


There were no unusual cases reported during the year. This 
is now the tenth year of freedom from poliomyelitis, and the 
twentieth year in succession in which no cases of diphtheria were 
notified, neither were there any cases of smallpox. 


This satisfactory position can only be maintained as long as 
immunisation and vaccination are kept at as high a standard as 
possible. This particularly applies to people going abroad who 
undergo a significant risk of smallpox infection. 
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INFECTIOUS AND OTHER NOTIFIABLE DISEASES 


e Groups 


Analysis in 
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INFECTIOUS AND OTHER NOTIFIABLE DISEASES (Contimed 


Monthly Distribution 
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POLIOMYELITIS VACCINATION, 1967 


The following table shows the poliomyelitis vaccination 
figures for 1967, based on the return submitted to the Ministry 
of Health by the County Medical Officer. 


PRIMARY REINFORCING 


1967 
1966 


1965 


1964 
1963 
1960 - 1962 
5. =~ 1959 


There was a slight fall in the number of people 
vaccinated against poliomyelitis last year. Thirty fewer 
people completed the course of primary vaccination by oral 
vaccine. In all, 5948 persons in the Rural District have 
had a complete primary course of poliomyelitis vaccination 
and this does not take into account the number of reinforcing 
doses which in 1967 was practically the same as in the 
previous year. 


This is the simplest of all vaccinations as it is 
oral, and to which it is difficult to substantiate any degree 
of objection. The vaccine has no important side effects; 
indeed it is extremely unusual to find any reports of reactions 
of any sort. It is particularly important in the protection 
of children up to the age of 15, and indeed of all adults up 
to the age of 40. This service can be carried out through 
the School Health Service and the General Practitioner service. 
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IMMUNISATION, 1967 


The following table shows the immunisation figures for 
1967 based on the return sent to the Ministry of Health by 
the County Medical Officer. 


Primary 


Diphtheria/ 


Diphtheria/ 
Tetanus 


Tetanus 


1967 
1966 
1965 
1964 
1963 
1960 - 1962 
1951 - 1959 


TOTALS 


The figures for vaccination show very little change from 
last year and this indicates a reasonable response to the 
necessity to maintain a good level of immunisation against 
diphtheria, tetanus and whooping cough. It is only by 
maintaining this level of immunity that such dangerous diseases 
as diphtheria can be warded off. 
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STALLPOX VACCINATION, 1967 


Primary Vaccination Revaccina tion 
1 year School age but under 8 years 


There has been a slight fall in the number of primary 
vaccinations carried out in 1967, 215 compared with 244 in 
1966. 


There are, of course, many more vaccinations carried out 
in people who have already received primary vaccination, mainly 
due to travel abroad and the requirements from various foreign 
countries for immigrants to be fully protected against smallnox. 
These figures are not now however available. 


The need for primary vaccination in infants remains as 
high as ever and the advice is given to people who are in the 
habit of travelling abroad, or have any intention in the near 
future of doing so, to ensure that their vaccination state is 
kept up to the highest level of immunity. 


a to Et pmbooay ait 
| roa, 8 Tobie Fa ye toodee 


vieskes ‘Le. sediute odd oth tim eget ia mney 
at Bas dtiw Bopanna: wey VRE al Tae be 


‘wo boxyteo swe ti intaeayt ses pace 5 Gao ib <4 
gintem .szotionioads wah Seis havieoot bagyeein ~~ 
fabecot avohcew gett iteemethipes Ss a 


»xoul Lowe senkeue-batoedtou Toiee ae: oy are at 
,ol¢elieve sevewod wor bia 


° 


ga ertomes evamirh "ii ap haut OO8Y vomaieg 
eit ni ern ofw eladew OF ier ar eolvha 
then alt nt doliaoik qua svetid .2agnee | 
at sfata ooliantoonr reas Sath yen s oF tw 

rt Etcont to feved deatg ht 


TU BERCU LOSIS 


I am indebted to Dr. D. L. Pugh, the Consultant Chest 
Physician, for the following details of the numbers of contacts 
of known cases of tuberculosis examined during the year, and 
the mimber found to be suffering from tuberculosis. These 
figures relate to the area of the Chest Clinic, which coincides 
with the area of the four authorities, Maidstone Borough, 
Maidstone Rural District, Hollingbourn Rural District and 
Malling Rural District. 


(a) Number of contacts seen during 1967 of 
newly notified cases of tuberculosis 21 


(b) Number of contacts, seen during 1967 
of cases notified prior to 1967 579 


(c) Number of contacts in (a) found to be 
suffering from pulmonary or non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis Nil 


(d) Number of contacts in (b) found to be 
suffering from pulmonary or non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis Nil 


NEW CASES DEATHS 


Pulmonary Non- 


AGE GROUPS Pulmonary 


3 
b> 
a 


The number of new cases of tuberculosis continues to run at a 
very low incidence. The fact that there were no deaths from this 
cause highlights the immense inroads which have taken place in the 
attack on what was, not very long ago, a major disease in this country. 
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CANCER 


The number of deaths from cancer in Hollingbourn Rural 


District during the past 


1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 


Deaths from cancer 


Cancer of stomach 
Cancer of lung, bronchus 


Cancer of breast 
Cancer of uterus 
Other Sites 


Deaths from cancer 
age groups: 


ten years is given below:- 


oe Zu 
ee 30 
oe oT 
ee 40 
oe a 
ee A2 
oo 46 
ee 44 
oe ag) 
oe 49 


in 1967, distributed according to sites: 


in 1967, distributed according to 
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INFANT MORTALITY 1967 


CAUSE OF DEATH 


Under 1 week 
1 - 2 weeks 

2 - 3 weeks 

3 - 4 weeks 
under 4 months 
3 - 6 months 

7 - 12 months 


Total under 1 
year 


Total under 


4 weeks and 


Bronchopneumonia ~ 1 - 1 
Congenital abnormalities 4. - ~ 1 
Injury at birth Z ~ - 1 
Peritoni tis = in - = a. 


Prenaturity dis = = = 
a a 


One additional infant died in 1967 as compared with 1966. The 
infantile mortality rate, however, at 13.80 per thousand live births 
is still substantially below the national figure of 18.3. 


In the table above, prematurity accounted for one of those 
deaths, and congenital abnormality for another one. Once again there 
were no deaths from maternal mortality, an indication of the excellent 
ante-natal and childbirth services available. 
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ll. 
72, 
4, 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
Bi, 
2, 
23. 
24. 
256 
26. 
oT, 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
oo 
336 
34. 
a3 
36. 


TOTAL DEATHS, 1967 


Tuberculosis, respiratory 
Tuberculosis, other 

Syphilitic disease 

Diphthe ria 

Whooping cough 

Meningococcal infections 

Acute poliomyelitis 

Measles 

Other infective and parasitic diseases 
Malignant neoplasm, stomach 
Malignant neoplasm, lung bronchus 
Valignant neoplasm, breast 


Malignant neoplasm, uterus 


Other malignant and lymphatic neoplasms 


Leukaemia, aleukaemia 

Diabetes 

Vascular lesions of nervous system 
Coronary disease, angina 
Hypertension with heart disease 
Other heart disease 

Other circulatory disease 
Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other diseases of respiratory system 
Ulcer of stomach and duodenum 
Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea 
Nephritis and nephrosis 
Hyperplasia of prostate 

Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion 
Congenital malformations 

Other defined and ill-defined diseases 
Motor Vehicle Accidents 

All other accidents 

Suicide 


Homicide and operations of war 


AS 


Vele 


 +- 


Female 


a a i) 


= . 


Re Ae ee ce a 
a | ie 


‘i 


Vite oa nam 
or Si 
bi 
- nonase th otthearagy, 5 Bae 
¥ Anammte 4 
cr eurtsnosd paul 
a teogrd 
» esate ¢ 
Fr eraolqous pecdiaeryl sae: 


my 


eas: on 


1 


Lae 
Hd 
a 


of eseqe slovred 16 @ 


a i: nekeha: aalk 
. - 


21 ae 
- seouelh Speed ahaw 


yy 


INSPECTIONS 


Depot Administration 973 
Slaughterhouses 5715 
Water Sampling 81 
Sewage Disposal and Sewers 509 
Refuse Disposal 62 
Refuse Collection 106 
Factories - non-power 1 
Prevention of Damage by Pests Act 12 
Building Regulations - Improvement Grant 213 
Initial Visits - Public Health Act 89 
Revisits 48 
Initial Visits - Housing Act 189 
Revisits LL 
Infectious Disease 69 
Litter Act ff 
Poultry Inspection 14 


Regulations for Safety of Pleasure Craft 


National Assistance Act 


Caravan Sites and Control of Development Act 26 
Diseases of Animals (Waste Foods) Order 13 
Food Hygiene (Markets Stalls and Delivery Vehicles) 
Regulations 7 
Removal of Vehicles (England & Wales) Regulations 7 
Noise Abatement Act Zz 
Animal Boarding Establishments Act a 
Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act 98 
Food Hygiene (General) Regulations 160 
Milk and Dairies (General) Regulations 3 
Food and Drugs Act 29 
Factory Outworkers z 
Iliscellaneous 29 
3,242 


INFECTIOUS DISEASE 


Notifications received 407 
Visits made by Public Health Inspectors 69 
NOTICES 

Number of Informal Notices served 5 
Number of Informal Notices complied with 3 
Number of Statutory Notices served 6 
Number of Statutory Notices complied with ~ 
Number of Court Proceedings to require 

compliance with Notice 6 
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HOUSING 


The number of Demolition or Closing Orders made during the year 
was 20 and confirms the anticipated increase over the figure for 1966. 
In addition, Undertakings affecting two more properties were accepted by 
the Council. Most of these Orders were made as a result of the new 
Council Houses at Headcorn coming into occupation. 


It is still uncertain how many houses remain to be dealt with, mt 
it is known that many are sub-standard due to lack of modern amenities 
and should this coincide with disrepair, then slum clearance procedure 
is the ohly answer. Unfortunately, this can only be done in areas where 
alternative accommodation is being built and following completion of 
development in Lenham in 1968 there appears to be little prospect of 
being able to proceed in other areas for some time due to the very limited 
amount of new development planned. 


The number of properties actually demolished during the year was 
nil as in 1966, but eight properties had Orders lifted following complete 
renovation. 


Total mamber of lettings No. of Families Rehoused from 
Slum Clearance Properties 
Council Houses 78 (31) ‘ome a 
Old Peoples! Dwellings 17 (9) 9 (5) 


(Previous Year in Brackets) 


The table below dealing with Improvement Grant statistics is 
unsatisfactory from the point of view only in respect of the low number 
of discretionary schemes actually proceeded with. Apart from this the 
total mumber of applications approved during the year is slightly more 
than for the previous year. This is satisfactory although the potential 
number of properties which could benefit is thought to be considerable. 
There is little doubt that to reach more of this potential the improvement 
grant scheme must be overhauled and brought up to date and the amount of 
grant increased to at least bear comparison with the value of the £400 
maximum discretionary grant first introduced and which has since remained 
unchanged. Meanwhile every effort is made by the Public Health Inspectors 
to publicize the grant schemes and a considerable amount of time is spent 
on enquiries and supervision of the schemes in progress. 


HOUSE PURCHASE AND HOUSING ACT, 1959 — IMPROVEMENT GRANTS 


1. Discretionary Grants 


Number of applications received oe oe oo 24 

Number of applications aporoved oe oe ee 22 

Number of applications actually proceeded with 8 

Of those 8, the following figures apply:- 

Total cost of Improvement Work a er FIQ.feO0O. [aa die 
Total cost of Grants paid a ee) oe 2 3,765. Oss Ol. 


2. Standard Grants 


Number of applications received oe oe ve 22 
Number of applications approved oe oe oe 22 
Number of applications actually proceeded with 22 
Of those 22, the Maximm Grant approved Was ee E 55270. Oss Od. 
Total amount of Grants paid .. oe oe oe 2 3yld44. 1385. Ode 
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FOOD PREMISES 


All food premises operating within the district have been visited 
during the year, special emphasis being placed on visits to roadside 
cafes and restaurants on the main A.20. As a result the standard of 
these premises continues to improve. Catering establishments at the 
Detling Showground were visited frequently whilst the show was open and 
a good standard of hygiene was maintained. 


Only two complaints were received regarding food. One case 
concerned a mouldy pork pie and the other mouldy yogourt. In neither 
of the cases was the retailer found to be at fault. 


The premises in the Rural District in which food is prepared, 
served and sold are as follows:- 


Motels 2 
Cafes 9 
Residential Hotels 3 
Roadhouse i 
Public Houses serving meals 10 
Public Houses not serving meals A5 
Grocers 58 
Greengrocers 4 
Fishmongers 1 
Bakers 5 
Butchers 10 
Food Processing Plants i 


The mumber of premises registered under the Food and Drugs Act 
are as follows :- 


(i) for the sale and storage of ice cream 65 
(ii) for the preparation or manufacture of 


sausages, or potted, pickled, pressed 
or preserved food intented for sale i 


MILK AND DAIRIES 
This Authority is responsible only for the registration of Distributors 
of Milk and 7 registrations were made during the year making a total 
of 54 on the Register. 
ICE CREAM 


One new application was received for registration, making a total 
of 65 on the register. 


DISPOSAL OF CONDE NED FOOD 
The small quantity of food condemned from the slaughterhouses is 


collected by Sheppey Glue Works, Queenborough, or alternatively is 
dealt with in the furnace at the Lenham Bacon Factory. 
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MEAT INSPECTION 


Every animal slaughtered in your district for human consumption is 


examined by your Inspectors. 


Pigs 


Cattle Calves Sheep and 
Lambs 
Number killed Vit 4105) ~~ (=) 188 (193) 8,217 (8,815) 


Number inspected ai (105) 0 l= (-) 


All diseases except Tuberculosis and Cystercerci 


Whole carcases condemned - (-) - (-) 


Carcases of which some part 


or organ was condemned p <3) 


=) 


Percentage of the mimber 
inspected infected with 
disease other than 


tuberculosis or cysticerci 4.5 (2.8) 


Tuberculosis only 


Whole carcases condemned - (-) - (-) 


Carcases of which some part 
or organ was condemned - (-) =<) 


Percentage of the mamber 
inspected affected with 
tuberculosis = (3) - (-) 


(a) 


(b) 
(c) 
(4) 
(e) 


(f) 
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188 (193) 8,217 (8,815) 


ee) 651 


709 


- (-) . 82 


Note: Figures in brackets are for 1966 


POULTRY INSPECTION 


Number of poultry processing premises within the 


district: 
Number of visits to these premises: 
Total number of birds processed during the year 


Types of birds processed: 


Percentage of birds rejected as unfit for human 
consumption s 


Weight of birds rejected as unfit for human 
consumption: 


Seay a 


2 


23 
: 448, 000+ 


(7) 


(884) 


Turkeys; Ducks; Hens$ 


Broilers; Capons$; 


Pheasants 


2% 


26,704 lbs. + 
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FOOD INSPECTION 


Details of samples taken by the County Sampling Officers within 
the Hollingbourn Rural District during the year ended 31st December, 
1967. 


Article satisfactory Unsatisfactory 
Milk 63 2 


Butter, margarine, lard, cooking fats, 
cheese (including processed cheese) 4 2 


Tinned meats, meat, fish, fish and meat 
pastes 6 = 


Sugar, sugar confectionery, flour 
confectionery, chocolate products, 
cereals 6 2 


Tea, coffee, cocoa, beverages, minerals, 
cordials i T 


Jams, preserves, honey, jellies 3 - 


Dried fruit, raw fruit, vegetables, 


tinned fruit and vegetables 5 - 
Pickles, sauces, vinegar, condiments a - 
Drugs, medicines (i - 
Beer, wines, spirits a2 ~ 
Miscellaneous 6 1 
114 u2 


Unsatisfactory Samples 
Untreated liilk 


Contained 5% added water. Written caution to producer. 


sugar 


Contained 14% Epsom Salts. Owing to lapse of time between 
purchase and complaint, no action possible. 


Fruit Juice Powder ( 7_samples) 


No significant amount of fruit juice. Contained Cyclamates 
(prohibited in Soft Drinks outside Soft Drinks Regulations). Importers 
contacted. Further imports prevented. Labelling on current stocks 
amended. Firm prosecuted elsewhere. 


Untreated liilk 


Deficient 5% fat. Further sample found genuine. 
/Contimed 
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FOOD INSPECTION CONTINUED 


Cornish Pasty 

Extensively affected by mould growth. Proceedings were taken 
against the retailer who was granted a Conditional Discharge on 
payment of £1. 10s. Od. Costs. 
Brown Loaf 


Adhering to crust was a matted mass of vegetable fibres. 
Bakers contacted and steps taken to prevent further complaints. 


OFFICES, SHOPS AND RAILWAY PREMISES ACT, 1963 


During the last year, three additional premises were registered 
under this Act and twenty-one taken off the register as the business 
had either closed or no longer employed staff. 


Total registrations as at December, 1967, were as follows:- 


Offices 25 
Retail Shops ei 
Wholesale Shops 10 


Catering Establishments 16 


108 


oo 


A total of 98 inspections were carried out compared with 68 
last year. The greater majority of premises complied with the Act 
and those that did not only had minor contraventions. In most cases 
the people concerned have been very co-operative and there has been 
no need for any formal action. 


SWIMMING POOLS 


There are three school pools and one hotel pool to which the 
public are admitted. The school pools are used only during the 
Summer term but the hotel pool is open throughout the year. Samples 
have been taken on a weekly basis and have generally been of a high 
standard. 
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WATER SUPPLY 


The rural district area comprises twenty-three parishes which 
are served by three private water undertakings. The ifid-Kent Water 
Company serves the largest area and draws water from underground 
sources within the district. The Maidstone Waterworks Company with 
boreholes at Detling and Aylesford Forstal and surface springs in 
Boxley, serves parts of the parishes of Boxley and Detling. The 
third water undertaking, the Medway Water Board serves parts of the 
parishes of Boxley, Bredhurst and Detling. Al11 waters are alkaline. 


The connections made during 1967 are :- 


Mid Kent Water Company No. of Properties No. of Properties 
connected as at connected and 
Z1st December, 1966 disconnected during 
1967 
Bicknor 20 @) 
Boughton Malherbe 90 + 2 
Broomfield 232 + 2 
Chart Sutton 285 + 21 
East Sutton 19 + i; 
Frinsted 32 0 
Harrietshan A440 + 22 
Headcorn 819 + 58 
Hollingbourne 344 - 6 
Hucking 18 6) 
Langley 327 + 6 
leeds 344 + cu 
Lenhan 1,074 + 54 
Otterden py + 4 
Stockbury 195 O 
Sutton Valence 542 + z 
Thurnham 400 & 3 
Uleanbe 226 + A 
Wormshi 11 60 + 1 
Wychling 35 fe) 
5 9394 176 


Maidstone Waterworks Company 


Boxley 563 14 
Detling 289 = (i 
852 Zk 


Medway Water Board 


Boxley 150 3 
Bredhurst 65 16 
Detling 3 0 

218 19 


Some variation from last year's figures may be due to 
conversion of two or more houses into one property. 


The supply of water to the area as a whole is satisfactory in 
quality and quantity. 


Samples of treated water and raw water for biological examination 
by the Water Undertakings have proved to be pure and wholesome. 
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WATER SUPPLY CONTINUED 


Number of dwellings in the area 
Number of dwellings connected to 
Company's Mains as at 3lst December, 


1966 


Number of dwellings connected to 
Conpany's Mains during 1967 


Number of dwellings not supplied 
by Public Water Mains 


Number of dwellings supplied by an 
outside stand-pipe 


es Dee 


6,700 


6,474 


216 
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PUBLIC CLEANSING 


The following services are operated:- 


Refuse Collection 
Refuse Disposal 
Cesspool Enptying 


Maintenance of Cesspool Emptying Sites 


Operation and Maintenance of Sewage Disposal Works and Plants 


Rodent and other Pest Control 
Litter Bin Maintenance 


litter Collection including Removal of Abandoned Cars 


Public Conveniences 


The comparable figures are:- 


1965 

Whole days lost 763 

Holiday man/hours 4, 008 

Absent man/hours AAT 

Illness man/hours 2,025 
Total men employed 

during year 40 


1966 


£052 
AgSTT 

325 
2,744 


43 


The above figures relate to 46 men, this being an addition 
of three over the previous year's complement. 
for sewage disposal, the third man has been on a temporary basis of 
two days per week since 4th September and authority was given in 


December to continue to employ him if there is absence amongst the 


Two men were employed 


remaining personnel. Three men are engaged on roadside litter 
collection and one on toilet cleansing at Lenham, and are all old 
age pensioners. There have been several changes in personnel 
during the year and it was found necessary to dismiss two men. 


Whilst some difficulty was experienced in finding suitable replace- 
ments, the labour force was brought up to strength at the close of 


the yeare 


Normal Working 


1965 

Refuse Collection including 

Roadside Scavenging 30,662 
Refuse Disposal 1,868 
Cesspool Emptying (including 

buckets ) 16,062 
Maintenance of Cesspool 

Emptying Sites 523 
Operation and Maintenance 

of Sewage Disposal Works 

and Plants 9,728 
Pest Control 1,429 
Litter Collection 92 
Miscellaneous 641 
Fitters 1,261 
Foreman 2,080 


1966 1967 
e(s92)' S5g070 
e907 yee 
18,289 18,867 
612 Ll yll9 
10,474 9,681 
bye23 1,274 
76 95 

608 606 

2, 70k. 3,699 
1,900. 1,626 


Overtime 

1965 1966 
2,405. "5,095 
5A 108 
4,684 6,060 
206 206 
3,769 4,940 
3 7 

= 2 

157 65 
466 1,048 
458 A451 
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REFUSE AND SALVAGE COLLECTION 


No changes in the collection of refuse have taken place during 
the year. Extra refuse has been collected from the Kent Agricultural 
Show and other events. 


Roadside litter is an ever-increasing problem and collections 
have been carried out as often as possible. 


48 abandoned cars have been removed by Contractors. 
REFUSE DISPOSAL 


It was not possible to purchase a suitable second-hand sprayer 
attachment for the tractor during the year. 


4 reduction in the fly infestation was achieved by covering with 
soil from housing development sites. 


CESSPOOL EMPTYING 


All the sites have been maintained during the year. Ploughing 
of the Kingswood site was carried out during the year. 


SEWAGE DISPOSAL PLANTS AND SEWAGE PUMPING STATIONS 


Plants: Shrubsole Drive, Sandling Pumping Stations: 


Cobfield, Chart Sutton Langley 

Orchard Bank, Chart Sutton Forge Leas, Harrietshan 
Queensway, Detling Orchard Glade, Headcorn 

Court Broomes, East Sutton Hollingbourne 

Green Lane, Platts Heath Robins Avenue, Lenham 
Northdown, Stockbury Captains Close, Sutton Valence 


Some repair has been necessary to the plant at Court Broomes, 
East Sutton, and this was commenced late in December. 


SEWAGE DISPOSAL WORKS 
Harrietsham 


Repair to the pathways and roadway was carried out during the 
year by direct labour. 


Difficulties have been experienced during the year due to the 
discharge of Industrial wastes which have been traced to the Marley 
Tile Extrusion Factory. Negotiations with the management have 
practically eliminated the discharge. 


Headcorn 


Repairs to the access roadways at both the old ani new works has 
been carried out with clinker. 


The removal of sludge with the tractor and trailers purchased by 
the Council was commenced on 19th November. Using one man to lft 
sludge and drive the tractor,the operation has proved successful. Up 
to the end of December, 20 loads had been removed from Headcorn and 34 
loads from Leeds. 


leeds 


The present method of recirculation of sludge, as already reported 
upon, contimes to present many problems. 


Electrodes have now replaced the original unsatisfactory float 


switches at the Hollingbourne Purming Station. 
/Continued 
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Lenham 


The water-logged conditions of these Works coupled with the 
inability to deal properly with the sludge, makes maintenance extremely 
difficult. Quantities of sewage pass to the stream untreated. 


Sutton Valence 


The Works continues to produce a satisfactory effluent. No 
problems have occurred during the year. 


Ulcombe 


The limited effluent is disposed of by land irrigation on the 
site. The works is operated successfully with a part-time maintenance 
man and no difficulties have been experienced. 


PEST CONTROL 


The Rodent Operator is responsible for the maintenance of the 
Council's litter bins and for the day-to-day maintenance at Ulcombe 
Sewage Disposal Works; in addition to rodent and insect pest 
extermination. 


1966 1967 
Rats 282 201 
Mice 35 43 ie 
Wasps 26 79 1966 1967 
oe i Visits 1,155 1,506 
ae 6 ; Surveys 272 248 
Beetles Z 5 Bodies found 899 636 
Narwigs - = 
Cockroaches - 3 

366 Bo eal| 

LITTER 


The removal of litter from the roadside verges of the A.20 and 
sections of the A.2020 within the rural district has been maintained 
by weekly collections. A total of 993 hours has been spent on this 
work and these are in addition to the table of hours on page 22. 


The emptying of bins is carried out jointly by this Council and 
the Roads Department of the Kent County Council. 


The County Council has refunded the cost of collection in the 
sum of £302 for the period of 1st November, 1966 to 31st October, 1967. 
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GENERAL SUMMARY 


Estimated resident population 


@eoe eee eae eee eee 
Eee tis Sees) 9 vee net cee 
Persons per acre oeoe eee eee eee ese eee eee eee 


Amual Birth Rate per 1,000 population - crude = 
corrected - 


Anmal Death Rate per 1,000 population = crude - 


corrected - 
Ge ine ese tee see tte 191 Ly7L 
Demete cise wes cee wee ese 120 93 
Excess of births over deaths ie wes ae kee sew 


Pulmonary tuberculosis death rate per 1,000 population 
Other tuberculosis death rate per 1,000 population eee 
Cancer death rate per 1,000 population oes Sta: 4 oe 


Pneumonia (all forms) death rate per 1,000 population 
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19,090 
56,796 
03356 


18.95 
20.84 


11.25 
10.70 


362 
215 
149 
Nil 
Nil 
2.56 


0.31 
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